DRAUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on                            Tuesday 12nd May 2026 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm

Present:   	Cllr R Binks - Chair  
Cllr J Garnett
Cllr J Markham
Cllr S Petty
Cllr A Turner
	
Ian Orton        Clerk
Two members of the public

1. Election of Chair
It was resolved (proposed by Cllr Turner; seconded by Cllr Markham):
“That Councillor Binks be and she is hereby elected as Chair of the Council with immediate effect to serve until the date of the next annual meeting.”
The Chair signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

2. Apologies for Absence
Parish Cllr B Davies and NYC R Foster 

3. Election of Vice-Chairman
It was resolved (proposed by Cllr Markham; seconded by the Cllr Petty):
“That Councillor J Garnett be and he is hereby elected as Vice-Chair of the Council with immediate effect to serve until the date of the next annual meeting.”

4. Register of Interests
Councillors present at the meeting confirmed their interests, as recorded in the Register of Interests held and maintained by the Council’s principal authority.  

5. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already registered in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a disclosable pecuniary interest (to be registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.
Relevant Interests disclosed: None
Additional Interests disclosed: Cllrs Turner and Garnet declared a non-pecuniary 
Interest in Item 12 Planning Application 26/01818/FUL


6. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 14th April 2026
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14TH April 2026 were taken as read, and the Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

7. Matters arising 
Cllr Markham requested that the email dated 5th April 2026 be added to the Parish Councils objections to Planning Application 26/01323/FUL Construction of three dwellings. After discussion it was agreed the email should form part of the Parish Councils objection to the application. 

8. Clerk’s Report
The Clerk gave a verbal report on the main issues from 2025/6 indicating that financial balances were down because of the purchase of a new noticeboard and the final payment to the Locogen Consultants. The clerk also apologised that the web site needed to be replaced during the year but the new site was now live and the Council agreed details of the new site should be circulated in the parish.

9. Policies and Procedures of the Council
The Council’s existing policies and procedural documents as published on the website, were reviewed and confirmed. 

10. Delegation to Committees and Other Local Authorities
Members were reminded that no authority was currently delegated to committees or other local authorities.
The delegation arrangements of the Council were confirmed.  

11. Scheme of Delegation to Clerk
It was noted that the authority currently delegated to the Clerk, as set out in the Scheme of Delegation dated 7 June 2021 and published on the Council’s website, continued to comply with procedures for delegated authority as detailed in Financial Regulations (as updated 2022). The clerk added that the new Model Financial Regulations for Local Councils had just been published by the National Association of Local Councils had  been brought into use by the Parish Council.

It was RESOLVED:
“THAT the Scheme of Delegation dated 7 June 2021 remain in force until such time as the Council should determine otherwise.”

12. Planning
The Clerk reported Application 26/01818/FUL Wayside Cottage, Sheepfolds, Draughton, BD23 6DT had Requested householder permission for double storey side extension. After discussion it was agreed the Parish Council had no objections. 


13. Financial Accounts 2025/26
The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor had conducted his annual audit of the Council’s financial records and procedures.  It was noted that, as set out in the audit report, the records and systems of internal control were adequate and effective, and that accounting information shown in the Annual Return had been correctly stated.  
The Internal Auditor reported that the clerk’s salary was not paid through payroll. The clerk confirmed that from the Tax Year 2026/27 the clerks salary was paid via HMRC PAYE payroll with the clerks income tax paid straight to HMRC and the remaining salary paid direct from the council plus any untaxed payments such as mileage and working from home allowance. The Internal Auditor also commented on financial information on the web site. The clerk confirmed financial information on the new web site was up to date.
Separately, the Internal Auditor had indicated the increase in the Asset Register from £11797 to £14923

The Auditor’s Report, the Statement of Receipts and Payments 2025/26 and the Bank Reconciliation to 31 March 2026 were received and noted.    

Taking the assurances of the Internal Auditor into account, it was then RESOLVED:

(1) “THAT the Annual Governance Statement in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 be approved for signature by the Chairman and Clerk.” 
(2) “THAT the Accounting Statements 2025/26, as signed by the Responsible Financial Officer, be approved for signature by the Chairman.”
(3) “THAT the Clerk be authorised to set the period for the exercise of public rights, and to publish information on the website, as required under the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.”

The Clerk noted that, pursuant to s.9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, since neither gross income nor gross expenditure for the year of account ending 31 March 2025 exceeded £25000, the Council was eligible to certify itself as exempt from limited assurance review by external auditors.  It was accordingly RESOLVED:

“THAT a Certificate of Exemption be completed, notifying the external auditor that during the financial year 2025/26 the higher of the authority’s gross income for the year or gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.” 








14. Financial Reports 2025/2026
The Clerk reported that since 2nd April 2026 invoices from YLCA, JC Cowgill, Parish on line web site, NYC lighting and clerks’ salary, non-taxable expenses and income tax The first of two precept payments of £6250 had been received plus £2006 VAT rebate and on 10th May 2026 the bank balance was £25,044.30

15. Renewal of Insurance
The Clerk explained Zurich Municipal Insurance had changed the insurance arrangements to a online account with an increased cost from £206 in 2025 to £264 in 2026. After discussion the increase in the insurance was noted and it was agreed to hold the insurance cover at the same levels. 

16. New Draughton Web Site
The clerk explained the new web site is now live and the new email domain of chair@draughton-pc.gov.uk and clerk@draughton-pc.gov.uk would also go live on that date. The clerk added that any Councillor who wanted a new domain email address would be issued with one. As there was data to be transferred from the old web site to the new one Cllr Markham moved that Microworld are contracted to transfer the data. The clerk indicated that transferring the data himself will familiarise himself with previous decisions. After discussion the Chair moved that the transfer option should be explored at the next meeting of the Council on 6th July 2026.

17. Parking Issues:   
The Chair commented that parking both on the pavement and adjacent to the junction was still a problem and although North Yorkshire Police was still driving through the parish the problem remained. The clerk suggested a leaflet that outlined the danger and legal aspects of parking on the pavement may be beneficial as any councillor could leaflet a vehicle parked on the pavement to gently remind them they were breaking the law. The clerk to circulate a draft leaflet. 
                                                                                                                                        
18. Police Incidents: 
Apologies had been received from Inspector Paul Crabtree with a confirmation that Draughton had no reported crimes though there were motor related issues on the two adjacent main roads. 

19. Consultation and Correspondence: 
      Village resident Mike Gibbons went to Antarctica as part of his 90th birthday 
      celebrations. A film of the trip will be shown in the Village Hall on 21st May 2016 at
      7.30pm. 




20. Meeting Schedule 2026-27
The proposed Schedule of Meetings for 2026/27 was received and noted that meetings of the Parish Council would be held on: 
Monday 6th July 2026, 
Monday 7th September 2026, 
Monday 2nd November 2026, 
Monday 4th January 2027, 
Monday 8th March 2027  
Monday 3rd May 2027 for the Annual Meetings.

21. Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held in the Village Hall on Monday 6th July 2025 at 7pm





Chairman
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