DRAUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on       
Thursday 27th October 2025 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm

Present:   	Cllr R Binks -    Chair  
                           Cllr J Garnet – Vice Chair
Cllr S Petty
Cllr B Davies
Cllr A Turner
	
Parish Clerk:     Ian Orton

                     North Yorkshire Police:     Inspector Paul Crabtree

There was one member of the public present at the meeting.

1. Welcome from the Chair:
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Apologies for Absence:
Parish Cllrs Jane Markham, Richard Neale and NYC Cllr Richard Foster

3. Register of Interests:
Councillors present at the meeting confirmed their interests, as recorded in the Register of Interests held and maintained by the Council’s principal authority.  

4. Disclosure of Interests:
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already registered in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a disclosable pecuniary interest (to be registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.
Relevant Interests disclosed: None
Additional Interests disclosed: None.

5. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28th August 2025:
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th August 2025 were taken as read, and the Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

6. Matters Arising:
No matters were raised.

7. Clerk’s Report:
The clerk explained that all relevant information was included in the agenda.

8. Planning:
a) No planning applications had been received.

9. Financial Reports:
a) The clerk introduced a Financial Statement dated 27th October 2025 confirming the balance was £25059.21 and invoices paid during the previous two months included, grass cutting, the clerk’s salary for August, September and October staff and member training, computer and annual subscription for Microsoft 365.                       Income was the second precept payment of £6250 and £500 grant from Cllr Foster’s community budget towards the replacement notice board.                                                                                                                     b) 2026-27 Precept Timetable: The clerk explained that North Yorkshire Council wished to know the 2026-27 Parish Precept by 31st December 2025.                                                                                                                                                                     c) The clerk gave details of his October salary, admin costs and mileage claims.                     d) The Chair outlined a report giving options for the Band D Parish Precept for 2026-27 pointing out that inflation was around 5%, so areas such as staffing and energy (over which the parish council had limited control) would bite into the reserves the council was obliged to hold.                                                                                                         After discussion it was agreed the parish precept would increase from £95.04 to £104.50 per year an increase of 21p per week. This would produce a precept income of £14,000 during 2026-27.

10: Open Space:                                                                                                                                                The clerk had received an update from Cllr Neale re details of trees that required tree surgery. In addition, Cllr Neale requested than appeal for volunteers to cut the grass verges should be included in the Christmas Newsletter. After discussion it was agreed an article relating to both cutting the grass verges and protecting the rare orchids should be included in the Christmas Newsletter. The added that if the article did not attract enough volunteers verge cutting may have to be carried out by a contractor. 

11: New Draughton Web Site
The clerk explained the new web site www.draughton-pc.gov.uk was up and running but owing to a faulty SIM card in the mobile wi fi he could not demonstrate the new web site. 

12: Business Continuity Plan: 
The clerk had circulated a revised Draughton Parish Logo with most of the vegetation removed. After discussion the Logo was agreed. The Chair asked about ID badges for the councillors and the clerk. The clerk agreed to circulate a draft ID badge incorporating the logo. 

13: Parking Issues:   
[bookmark: _Hlk209459099]The Chair introduced Inspector Paul Crabtree and explained the issues arising from anti social parking in the village, Inspector Crabtree spoke about the guidance within the Highway Code, the dangers of parking on pavements and how parking enforcement was now largely a local authority power adding that North Yorkshire Police would write to any individual carrying out anti-social parking. He welcomed any photographs showing anti-social parking and suggested they were sent to the clerk in the first instance who would pass them onto North Yorkshire Police. 
                                                                                                                                        
14: Police Incidents: 
Inspector Crabtree indicated there had been no reported incidents within the village but there had been a case of internet fraud and two cases of mature citizens driving badly. The Inspector spoke about locking doors and answered questions such as chasing suspected criminals into West Yorkshire Police Authority and invited any resident with concerns to contact him directly.
15: Village Newsletter: 
       The clerk tabled a draft copy of the Christmas Edition Village Newsletter which included 
       an introduction from the Chair and draft articles from Cllrs Turner and Neale.

16: New Notice Board: 
The clerk confirmed that the new notice board would be ordered once confirmation of the community grant via Cllr Foster and the grant from the Church Committee was in place. It was anticipated the new notice board would be in place before Christmas. 

17: Consultation and Correspondence: 
a) As Cllr Neale was unable to attend the meeting the Chair read out a briefing note on                     the DAZ project.                                                                                                                                   b) Concern was raised about the semi derelict building next to the old post office, The clerk indicated he would try to find out who owns the building.                                                   c) The clerk gave details of the activities carried out by the Citizens Advice and Law Centre in the village and after discussion it was agreed the Council would allocate £100 to help the Citizens Advice and Law Centre.                                             

18: Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held in the Village Hall on 5th January 2026 at 7pm





Chair …………………………………………………………….




Date ………………………………………………………………….


