DRAUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on       
Monday 5th January 2026 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm

Present:   	Cllr R Binks -    Chair  
                           Cllr J Garnet – Vice Chair
Cllr S Petty
Cllr J Marham
Cllr A Turner
	
Parish Clerk:     Ian Orton

There was one member of the public present at the meeting.

1. Welcome from the Chair:
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Apologies for Absence:
Parish Cllrs Richard Neale, Ben Davies and NYC Cllr Richard Foster

3. Register of Interests:
Councillors present at the meeting confirmed their interests, as recorded in the Register of Interests held and maintained by the Council’s principal authority.  

4. Disclosure of Interests:
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already registered in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a disclosable pecuniary interest (to be registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.
Relevant Interests disclosed: None
Additional Interests disclosed: None.

5. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 27th October 2025:
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th October 2025 were taken as read, and the Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

6. Matters Arising:
Cllr Markham gave an update on the ownership of the semi derelict building next to the old post office. The clerk confirmed he had arranged to see the Manager of the Dales Care Home on 12th January 2026. The updates were noted. 

7. Clerk’s Report:
The clerk explained that all relevant information was included in the agenda.


8. Planning:
a) No planning applications had been received.

9. Financial Reports:
a) The clerk introduced a Financial Report dated 02.01.26 confirming the balance was £23956.51 and invoices paid during the previous two months included, grass cutting, the clerk’s salary for November and December and invoices due to be paid included the new notice board, stationery, winter newsletter and grant to Citizens Advice.
Income was £64.60 rental payment from PowerGrid and £300 grant from the Draughton Church towards the replacement notice board.                                                                                                                     b) 2026-27 Draft Budget: The clerk introduced a draft budget for 2026-27 giving details of estimated spend and income for 2025-26 and explaining any differences of more than 5% between 25-26 and 26-27. After discussion the draft budget was noted.                                                                                                                                                               c) The clerk gave details of his December salary, admin costs and mileage claims.       d) Clerks Payment to HMRC:   The clerk explained that he was paying income tax direct to HMRC as part of his PAYE and not monthly through payroll which was the process used by self employed staff. As this was not in line with current advice the clerk asked that the Council enter a monthly payroll contract with Autela Payroll Services at a cost of around £250 a year commencing Tax Year 2026/27. 
After discussion the request was agreed.        

10: Open Space:                                                                                                                                                
a) Trees: The clerk explained the tree budget of £300 had not been used in 2025-26 and asked that any required tree surgery could be reported to him so the work could be undertaken before the bird nesting season of March to August.
b) Verges: Cllr Neale could not attend the meeting but had requested the Council agree a service to the lawn mower at a cost of £180- £250 which was agreed. The clerk reported as a result of the article in the Winter News Letter one volunteer had offered to help with cutting the verges.

11: New Draughton Web Site
The clerk introduced the new web site www.draughton-pc.gov.uk. As the dongle was having difficulty with the wi fi signal the web site was explained via mobile phones. The clerk confirmed that funding for the old web site had ceased on 31st December 2025.

12: Christmas Celebrations 2026: 
The clerk asked if the Parish Council would assist with Christmas Celebrations in 2026 and it was confirmed that several community groups assisted with Christmas celebrations and the parish council helped promote these events. 

13: Parking Issues:   
[bookmark: _Hlk209459099]The Chair gave an update on parking challenges in the village confirming that the police were still driving through the village and would issue ‘warning’ tickets where anti social or parking on the pavement was prevalent. The clerk added he was seeing the manager of the Dales Care Home and would raise the subject of parking.
                                                                                                                                        
14: Police Incidents: 
North Yorkshire Police confirmed there had been no reported incidents within the village but there had been some traffic incidents on the A65.
15: Village Newsletter: 
       The clerk gave details of the Winter Edition Village Newsletter which had been well  
       received and after discussion it was agreed a Summer Edition should be produced. 

16: Council Meetings: 
The clerk went through the proposed meeting dates in 2026 and 2027. As 4th May 2026 and 3rd May 2027 were both Bank Holidays both were changed to the following Mondays. 

17: Consultation and Correspondence: 
a) As Cllr Neale was unable to attend the meeting the Chair read out a briefing note on                     the History Project with a firm completion date available at the 2nd  March meeting of the Council.                                                                                                                                        b) A letter from the local MP was read out giving details of Men’s Mental Health Investment Programme.                                                                                                                                         c) Concern was raised about anti-social behaviour by dog owners and the dangers of dog faeces. It was agreed an article should go in the Summer Newsletter and additional signage should be investigated.                                             

18: Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 12nd March 2026 at 7pm. 
It was agreed that Councillors would meet at 6.30pm outside the Village Hall to look at any open space issues that needed to be reviewed.




Chair …………………………………………………………….




Date ………………………………………………………………….

